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the cattle which had been left outside the circle of waggons.
As soon as all the Boers who had taken part in the Great Trek
had assembled their forces, and laid out the foundations of
a little capital called Winburg, or the ' City of Victory/ 150
of these daring farmers set out straight for Moselekatse's
camp to chastise him for his theft of their cattle. It seems
almost incredible that such a small force should dare to attack
1,200 veteran warriors; but so it was, and for nine days these
Boer horsemen kept circling round the Matabele regiments,
pouring in a deadly fire, galloping off when their rifles were
empty, and again rounding upon the enemy with well-directed
volleys, to retreat again at full pace when the Matabele gave
chase. So terribly were the black men punished, that on the
tenth day Moselekatse could endure this kind of fighting no
longer, and, leaving many corpses on the field, fled with all his
men to the regions beyond the Limpopo, where he remained
henceforth.

For a time the Boers were able to build up their homes in
peace, and very soon large and prosperous farms were scattered
over Natal and parts of those territories now known as the
Transvaal and the Orange River Colony. A certain amount
of law and order was introduced by Piet Retief, the one^
statesman of the new Boer territories, giving the rights of
citizenship to every white man, and establishing a kind of local
government. Pietermaritzburg, Winburg, and Durban, from
a collection of ox-waggons and tents, began to acquire the
importance and appearance of towns, and the farmers had,
on the whole, a right to feel pleased with themselves in having
' trekked' from Cape Colony.

In order to obtain the strictly legal right to settle in Natal,
Piet Retief and a few companions now went on a mission to
the old Zulu chief Dingan, who really owned this great
territory, to induce him to hand it over to the Boers on friendly
terms. "Retief and his comrades were received witb every
show of friendship by the bloodthirsty old ruffian, who asked
for time to consider their proposals. Eventually he put his